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NAME OF PLACE:  ALLIED BUILDING 
 

 

 
 

 
Main photo:  corner Bree and Rissik Streets.  Top, centre:  from left to right – Embassy Mansions, Allied Building, 
and on the southwest corner of Bree and Rissik Streets, Dorchester Mansions.  Top right:  view of exposed lateral 
wall of the Allied Building as seen from Rissik Street.  Bottom: this is the Avril Malan Building on the northwest 
corner of Commissioner and Sauer Streets; the similarities in appearance between the corner aspect of this 
building and that of the Allied Building, are striking. 
 
 
Previous/alternative name/s  :  Allied Building Society Building 
 
LOCATION: Street   :  Rissik 

Street number  :  70 
   :  [236, 238 Bree; 70, 72 Rissik] 

 Stand Number  :  4845 
 Previous Stand Number:  by 1925 – 1014, 1015, 1016; 
    :  by 1958 – 1253, 1253, 1254 

Block number  :  AR 
GIS reference  :   

 
ZONING: Current use/s  :   

Previous use/s  :   
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DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:   
 
Height    :   
Levels above street level :  ten 
Levels below street level :  one 
On-site parking   :   
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

exclusively for blind people).  The corner 

nder of the now antiquated trams, 

tracts from submission drawings dated 1958. 

A successfully designed corner building 
with a prominent tripartite corner plan.  A 
notable feature of the street facades is the 
balanced accentuation of horizontal and 
vertical bands, resulting in a well-
proportioned design.  The external fire 
escape is a striking element.  The only 
point of critique with regard to the overall 
design of the building is the unfinished 
lateral wall seen from Rissik Street. 
 
The original design of the building, inter 
alia, comprised of a large Auditorium with 
dais and separate Anteroom at Basement 
level (see GENERAL NOTES); four Shops in 
Rissik Street with own Basement Storage 
Areas; a generous Public Hall and lantern 
light on Ground Floor; Main Entrance to 
upper floors in Bree Street and Entrance to 
flattened corner, allowing access to the 
Ground Floor; Service Entrance on Rissik 
Street with messengers’ cycle racks to far 
rear of building.  Located on the Mezzanine 
Floor were the Board Room to the flattened 
corner section, a telephone exchange (the 
operation of the telephone exchanges were 
one of the few positions reserved almost 

office on First Floor was used as a Council 
Chamber, the Second Floor corner office as 
a Committee Room, and the Eight Floor 
corner office as the Director’s Office.  The 
Ninth Floor included a two bed roomed 
Caretakers Flat’ and Staff Dormitory, Mess 
Room and Ablution Block separated by a 
large area; the allocation of black and 
white living quarters on the same floor 
were previously disallowed.  The roof plan 
provided for a Lift Motor Room and Tank 
Room. 
 
A remi
noted on one of the plans:  “Eye-bolts will 
be provided, for overhead tramway wires, 
on Rissik & Bree Street elevations, as 
agreed with Transport Dept.” 
 
 
Ex
Above:  Rissik Street elevation. 
Left: Bree Street elevation. 
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ONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

alls:  reinforced concrete frame with plastered brick infill. 

oof:  concrete, flat. 

indows: steel casements with fanlights over. 

ITE FEATURES: 

LTERATIONS: 

inor alterations:  approved - 20 September 1965; estimated cost – building R1 700; architects - 

ajor internal and external alterations (see INTEGRITY):  approved – 25 February 1980; estimated 

 

tract from submission drawings dated 1980 

TEGRITY: 

he major alterations to the exterior of the building in 1980 included new shop fronts and entrance 

SCRIPTION: 

C
 
W
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Stucke, Harrison, Ritchie & Partners. 
 
M
cost – building R205 000; architects - Stucke, Harrison, Ritchie, FH Moerdyk & Partners. 
 

 
 
Ex
- left:  Rissik Street elevation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IN
 
T
doors; air-conditioning units were installed to the exterior of the building.  These changes were, 
however, clearly executed in a sympathetic manner – i.e. with due regard to the original design and 
materials used in the construction of the building.  Generally, an appreciation of the original aesthetic 
qualities of the buildings is therefore still possible. 
 
IN
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ARCHITECT: 
 
Stucke, Harrison, Ritchie & Watson. 
 
BUILDER: 
 
CONSTRUCTION DATE: 
 
Date on plans  :  15 January 1958 
Approval of plans :  17 March 1958 
Completion date :  27 October 1960 
 
BUILDING STYLE: 
 
Johannesburg Modular Regionalism. 
 
BUILDING TYPE: 
 
Bank and office building. 
 
ENVIRONMENT: 
 
“…all buildings of this period were put up flush with the pavement and on a rectangular groundplan.  
Moreover, the economic interests of the individual were more important than the overall aspect, as 
was shown by the differentials of height and façade articulations of the buildings.  The highly 
individualistic treatment of buildings was particularly disturbing in the case of tall buildings erected in 
a low-rise environment.  Such buildings had unfinished lateral sides in which the light-coloured grid 
pattern of the reinforced concrete frame was in sharp constrast [sic.] to the filled-in unplastered red 
brick panels.  These buildings not only betrayed a marked insensitivity to the visual aspect of the 
environment, but also highlighted the unilateral optimism of the owners (that other buildings 
constructed next door would soon make good the impairment of the general aspect) as well as their 
contempt for the historical building corpus of the city.”  (Van Der Waal, G-M.: From Mining Camp to 
Metropolis…). 
 
CONDITION: 
 
Neglected. 
 
URGENT ACTION: 
 
SAHRA RECORD REGARDING ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, RESTORATION:   
 
PROTECTION STATUS:  (under National Heritage Resources Act, 1999) 
 
General protection: Section 34(1) structure/s  
 
Formal protection: provincial heritage site 
 

national heritage site 
 

provisional protection 
 

heritage area 
 

listed in provincial heritage 
resources register 

 
Relevant Gazette Notice:   
 
Gazette description: 
 
FORMER PROTECTION STATUS: (under National Monuments Act, 1969) 
 
NOTES:   
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DEEDS INFORMATION:  DEEDS INFORMATION:  
  
Original ownership:   Original ownership:   
  
PRE-HISTORY OF SITE: PRE-HISTORY OF SITE: 
  
ASTON HOUSEASTON HOUSE: 
 
Aston House occupied the 236 Bree and 72 Rissik Street portion of this site.  This double storey 
building was completed before 1927 as J.C. Cook designed an additional (i.e. third) storey to the 
building during 1927. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
The Allied Building Society originated from an amalgamation of the Alliance Building Society and Rand 
Provident Building Society (see below). 
 
 

 
Above:  advertisement of 1956 - Stark, F. [Ed.]: Seventy Golden Years…. 
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GENERAL NOTES: 
 
Estimated cost of building :  R295 000 
Estimated cost of drainage :  R5 000 
Accommodation approved :  four ‘Europeans’ and five ‘Natives’ 
Valuation at completion  :   
Occupied   :  partly occupied 
 
 
CURRENT TENANT/S: 
 
SOURCES: 
 
For additional illustrative information, see relevant supplementary photo album in electronic format. 
 
See SOURCES DOCUMENT for information on sources consulted with reference to this document. 
 
ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:   
 
Historic Value: 
 
          Associated with historic person, group or organisation 
 
           Associated with historic event or activity 
 
Architectural/Aesthetic value: 
 
          Important example of building type 
 
          Important example of a style or period 
 
          Fine details, workmanship or aesthetics 
 
          Work of a major architect or builder 
 
Social/Spiritual/Linguistic value: 
 
          Associated with social, spiritual, linguistic, economic or political activity 
 
          Illustrates an historical period 
 
Scientific/Technological value: 
 

Example of industrial, technical or engineering development/achievement 
  
         New, rare or experimental building techniques 
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Below:  copy of letter dated 15 January 1958 submitted together with submission drawings of the proposed new 
building to Johannesburg City Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECORDED BY:   
 
Heritage Resources Management team Johann J and Catharina JM Bruwer. 
Unless otherwise indicated photographs by Catharina JM Bruwer. 
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