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Cellphone:  +27 82 325 5823
NAME OF PLACE:  UNION HOUSE
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Photograph:  Catharina JM Bruwer.

Above:  Union House to the centre of the photograph with the BHP Billiton Building (BV-3) to the right and the General Mining Building (BV-1) to the left.  (CJMB)
Previous/alternative name/s

:  Harcourt House





:  






:  

LOCATION:
Street


:  Main
Street number

:  82



:  (80, 82 Main; 19 Simmonds)

Stand Number

:  1261

Previous Stand Number:  75, 76
Block number

:  BV
Suburb


:  Marshallstown
GIS reference

:  

ZONING:
Current use/s

:  

Previous use/s

:  

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:  

Height



:  

Levels above street level
:  

Levels below street level
:  

On-site parking


:  

This is one of the grand old buildings of Johannesburg designed in an Edwardian style with strong Art Deco elements.  The string course between the First and Second Floor have Lion-head keystones, this was perhaps a tribute to the symbol of the lion in association of the old Transvaal and the strong Unionist movement.  The balconies to the top floor of the building are elaborately decorated and supported by ornamental brackets.  The five flambeaus to the Main Street façade appear to be original.  (CJMB)
Van der Waal:  “In most of the office buildings the windows were grouped in the traditional tripartite fashion with a wider middle section and narrower corner sections.  Examples were the following:  the North British & Mercantile Building (1926-7), 84 Commissioner Street; Union House (1928-9), 80 Main Street; Hollard Place (Anglo Vaal Building) (1935-6), 71/3 Fox Fox Street; Maritime Building (1936-7), 96/7/9 Main Street; Union Castle Building (1937-9), 93 Commissioner Street; and Old Mutual Building (1938-9), 81/3 Commissioner Street.  In later years architects would gradually abandon this tripartite grouping.”

(Van Der Waal, G-M.: From Mining Camp to Metropolis…)
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: 

External walls:
brick, burnt stock
Internal walls:
brick, burnt stock

Mortar:
in walls of Lime and sand
Roof:
concrete, flat
Damp course:
Malthoid
Windows:
steel casements
Foundation:
concrete
(CJMB)
See electronic version of Survey Report for the copy of the original building plan showing the Elevation of lower portion of the oriel and show room entrance.  This is the only original building plan on file.  (CJMB)
SITE FEATURES:

Bollards to Main Street as traffic calmer and trees.  (CJMB)
ALTERATIONS:
Various alteration plans are available.  (CJMB)
INTEGRITY:

The magnificent detail to the Ground Floor shop fronts was destroyed in an effort to ‘modernize’ the building.  This is a trend that has obliterated the original Ground Floor designs of many a fine building in Johannesburg and a serious effort should be made to prevent any more ‘modernisation’ to the Ground Floors of Johannesburg’s old buildings.

The building was painted from the First Floor up and a verandah hood added.

(CJMB)
INSCRIPTION:
ARCHITECT:

The building was designed jointly by the architectural firms of Emley & Williamson and Stucke and Harrison.

Emley & Williamson
‘…the partnership between Frank EMLEY and Frederick WILLIAMSON from around 1920 in Johannesburg. Emley was joined by Williamson on Emley's winning the competition for the design of the Main Building (or Central Block) for the University of the Witwatersrand, the first building on the new University campus. Emley's health suffered at the time the new Main Building was being designed and Williamson was responsible for much of the work. Nine of Emley and Williamson's buildings, designed mostly in the Edwardian/Beaux Arts neo-classical style, were displayed at the exhibition of Dominion and Colonial architecture held in London in 1926, among 305 South African exhibits. Emley & Williamson were elected by the Witwatersrand Master Builders Association to design the Association's Johannesburg headquarters. Their work was widely illustrated in contemporary periodicals and in subsequent publications as being representative of a particular Johannesburg style. The practice was continued by Williamson after Emley's retirement.’

(Architects In South Africa 1780 – 1940; Draft manuscript, J Walker & G M van der Waal, 1992, HSRC, Pretoria.)

Stucke & Harrison
‘…the partnership between WH STUCKE and JE HARRISON in Bloemfontein from 1897, Harrison having joined Stucke's Bloemfontein  office about 1894. Harrison ran the Bloemfontein office as Stucke & Harrison while Stucke ran the Johannesburg branch  and head office from 1894. It seems that Harrison was responsible for the design of a number of buildings in Bloemfontein as Stucke & Harrison until about 1908. There was a break in the work of the practice for the period of the Anglo‑Boer War. Although Harrison returned to Bloemfontein  after the war, he left it and the partnership around 1908, returning to the partnership in 1910. The firm won the competition (1912) for the Great Synagogue in Wolmarans Street in Johannesburg but the commission went to Theo Schaerer who came third. After Stucke's death in 1931 Harrison continued the practice, admitting DIH SMAIL  (cf STUCKE, HARRISON &  SMAIL) into partnership in 1937. Harrison's son, GM HARRISON, was later admitted into the firm.’

(Architects In South Africa 1780 – 1940; Draft manuscript, J Walker & G M van der Waal, 1992, HSRC, Pretoria.)

BUILDER:

CONSTRUCTION DATE:

Date on plans

:  1 May 1928
Approval of plans
:  10 September 1928
Completion date
:  December 1929
(CJMB)
BUILDING STYLE:

Art Deco with Edwardian styled ornamentation.  (CJMB)
BUILDING TYPE:

This is a shop to street and office building.  (CJMB)
ENVIRONMENT:
CONDITION:

As seen from the exterior the building appears to be in a good condition.  (CJMB)

URGENT ACTION:

SAHRA RECORD REGARDING ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, RESTORATION:  

PROTECTION STATUS:  (under National Heritage Resources Act, 1999)

General protection:
Section 34(1) structure/s 

Formal protection:
provincial heritage site

national heritage site

provisional protection

heritage area

listed in provincial heritage

resources register

Relevant Gazette Notice:  

Gazette description:

FORMER PROTECTION STATUS: (under National Monuments Act, 1969)

NOTES:  

DEEDS INFORMATION: 

Original ownership:  The Pinnes Investment Company (Prop.) Ltd.
PRE-HISTORY OF SITE:

HISTORY:

GENERAL NOTES:

Estimated cost of building
:  £44 500.00
Estimated cost of drainage
:  £500
Accommodation approved
:  two ‘Europeans’ and 4 ‘Non-Europeans’
Valuation at completion

:  £39 500.00
Occupied


:  yes
(CJMB)
See newspaper article published in the Rand Daily Mail dating 3 January 1947. (CJMB)
PREVIOUS TENANT/S:

The Anglo-Transvaal Consolidated Investment Company occupied offices in this building by 1937.

The Union Corporation occupied offices in the building circa 1947.

By 1947 the Governor-General’s National War Fund occupied offices in the building.

By 1954 Plywoods Limited of Parow Cape Province had a branch office in the Union House.

(CJMB)
CURRENT TENANT/S:

The Shop Around the Corner “Coffee Shop”
SOURCES:

Published Sources

The Rand-Pretoria Directory 1954 (Comprising Complete Alphabetical And Trades Directories of Johannesburg, Pretoria And Reef Towns), Cape Times Limited, Cape Town, 1954.

Van Der Waal, G-M.: From Mining Camp to Metropolis, The buildings of Johannesburg 1886-1940, Chris Van Rensburg Publications, Johannesburg, 1987.

Unpublished Sources

Architects In South Africa 1780 – 1940; Draft manuscript, J Walker & G M van der Waal, 1992, HSRC, Pretoria.

Plans records of surveyed buildings, Marshallstown and City of Johannesburg: Archives, Building Control, Development Management, City of Johannesburg Metropolitan Municipality.

Opname Historiese Geboue In Johannesburg, Second Report June 1976, Inner City, RAU, unpublished.

Newspaper:

Rand Daily Mail dated 3 January 1947.
ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:  

Historic Value:

         
Associated with historic person, group or organisation


          
Associated with historic event or activity

Architectural/Aesthetic value:


         
Important example of building type

         
Important example of a style or period

         
Fine details, workmanship or aesthetics

         
Work of a major architect or builder

Social/Spiritual/Linguistic value:


         
Associated with social, spiritual, linguistic, economic or political activity


         
Illustrates an historical period

Scientific/Technological value:

Example of industrial, technical or engineering development/achievement

 

        
New, rare or experimental building techniques

RECORDED BY:  


Heritage Resources Management team Johann J Bruwer and Alezea Bruwer.

And Catharina JM Bruwer.

Photographs (unless otherwise indicated) by Johann J Bruwer and Alezea Bruwer.
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