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NAME OF PLACE:  [Second] SURREY HOUSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top left:  Fox and Rissik Streets elevations.  Top right:  view of northwest corner of building and its Commissioner 
and Rissik Streets elevations.  Bottom left:  view of main entrance off Rissik Street.  Bottom centre: view of 
Commissioner Street façade, including façade of the Provincial Building.  Bottom right:  Fox Streetscape. 
 
Previous/alternative name/s  :   
 
LOCATION: Street   :  Commissioner 

Street number  :  102, 104, 106 
   :  [33, 35 Rissik; 101, 103, 105 Fox] 

 Stand Number  :  1263 
 Previous Stand Number:  230, 232, 233, 234, 736, 1178 

Block number  :  BE 
Suburb   :  Marshallstown 
GIS reference  :   

 
ZONING: Current use/s  :   

Previous use/s  :   
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DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:   
 
Height    :   
Levels above street level :  nine 
Levels below street level :   
On-site parking   :   
 
At the time of its construction, this building was intended to be a speculative office building with an 
above-average standard of finishes.  The main entrance to the building is on Rissik Street and access 
to and egress from the parking basements on Fox Street.  The main entrance is via a barrel-vaulted 
triple volume space.  A planted terrace overlooks the entrance “atrium”.  Numerous terraces are 
located throughout the building.  Two levels of office accommodation are provided for in the podium 
and six in the narrow, winged, tower. 
 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  
 
Walls:   
 
Roof:   
 
Windows:  
 
SITE FEATURES: 
 
ALTERATIONS: 
 
INTEGRITY: 
 
INSCRIPTION: 
 
ARCHITECT: 
 
BUILDER: 
 
CONSTRUCTION DATE: 
 
Date on plans  :   
Approval of plans :   
Completion date :   
 
BUILDING STYLE: 
 
Post Modern Eclectic, 1990s. 
 
FAÇADE on 104 Commissioner Street: 
 
“Architectural Merit and Workmanship of Merit:  The remaining façade that was kept by the design 
team is very finely articulated with mouldings and fenestration.  The new building is very ecclectic 
(sic.) using the old façade but only superficially because the flavour is distinctly of late J.H.B 
modernism.  The success of the building is primarily in the accommodation of the old façade in then 
(sic.) new.”  (Johannesburg Building, Space & Urban Feature Classification, 1998: Inner City). 
 
BUILDING TYPE: 
 
Shops to street and office building. 
 
ENVIRONMENT: 
 
CONDITION: 
 
Good. 
 
URGENT ACTION: 
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SAHRA RECORD REGARDING ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, RESTORATION:   SAHRA RECORD REGARDING ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, RESTORATION:   
  
PROTECTION STATUS:  (under National Heritage Resources Act, 1999) PROTECTION STATUS:  (under National Heritage Resources Act, 1999) 
  
General protection: Section 34(1) structure/s  General protection: Section 34(1) structure/s  
  
Formal protection: provincial heritage site Formal protection: provincial heritage site 
  

national heritage site national heritage site 
  

provisional protection provisional protection 
  

heritage area heritage area 
  

listed in provincial heritage listed in provincial heritage 
resources register resources register 

  
Relevant Gazette Notice:   Relevant Gazette Notice:   
  
Gazette description: Gazette description: 
  
FORMER PROTECTION STATUS: (under National Monuments Act, 1969) FORMER PROTECTION STATUS: (under National Monuments Act, 1969) 
  
NOTES:   NOTES:   
  
DEEDS INFORMATION:  DEEDS INFORMATION:  
  
Original ownership:   Original ownership:   
  
PRE-HISTORY OF SITE: PRE-HISTORY OF SITE: 
  
FIRST SURREY HOUSEFIRST SURREY HOUSE: 
 
The first Surrey House, designed by Gordon Leith with Burnet, Tait & Lorne and completed during 
1936, occupied the corner at 106 Commissioner and 35 Rissik Streets.  This building was demolished 
in 1990 to make way for the second Surrey House.  The building was not considered to be of 
conservation value and its demolition was approved by the former NMC. 
 

“Another indication of the variety of styles used during this period [1920 – 
1940] was the streamlining of the salient series of balconies in some 
buildings.  In this regard the most dramatic effect was achieved in 
Normandie Court (1937-8), 94/6 Kerk Street, where the rounded corners of 
the balconies were complemented and their effect reinforced by the 
cantilever concrete slabs at the corner of the building.  Earlier the same 
effect was created in Mackay Mansions [see AQ-7]…albeit in a less 
integrated manner, while the treatment of the banded windows of Annan 
Building (1935-7). 86 Commissioner Street [see BC-2], was in much the 
same mould…Thereafter the proportions were made more dynamic by 
narrowing one of the façade planes and linking the windows in a continuous 
band…In Surrey House (1935-6), 106 Commissioner Street, the dynamic 
effect was strengthened by the rounded corner of the building around 
were stretched, and by the cantilever concrete slabs extending over the 

upper balconies...”.  (Van Der Waal, G-M.: From Mining Camp to Metropolis…). 
 

which the window bands 

bove:  Photograph from Van Der Waal, G-M.: From Mining Camp to Metropolis, The buildings of Johannesburg 

uring 1954, tenants of the first Surrey House were Jooste & Bryant’s; The Dress Box and Palliard Centre; Arthur 

01 FOX STREET

A
1886-1940. 
 
D
Meikle & Co (Pty) Ltd, Auctioneers, Estate Agents, Sworn Appraisers, Bloodstock Salesmen “Specialists in all 
property matters for nearly 60 years”; Kenneth A Meikle, Government Sworn Appraisers; Country Permanent 
Building Society; Manson & Stevens, Government Sworn Appraisers; room 806 – Johannesburg Trust Co (Pty) Ltd, 
telegraphic address “Cecilsim” 
 
1 : 

n September, 1923, the Postmaster General granted a broadcasting licence to the Associated 
 
“I
Scientific and Technical Societies at their club at 101 Fox Street.  The first official broadcast was from 
the basement of the railway offices in Johannesburg on December 18, 1923, when General Smuts was 
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heard on the air for the first time and a concert was also broadcast.”  (Neame, L.E.:  City Built On 
Gold). 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

TUART CAMPBELL BUILDINGS : 

ccording to Van Der Waal the Stuart Campbell Building stood at 105 Fox and 33 Rissik Streets. 

XECUTORS BUILDING

 
A
 
E : 

he Executors Building, situated at 102 Commissioner Street, was also known as the Johannesburg 

TLAS BUILDING

 
T
Board Of Executors & Trust Co. Building. 
 
A : 

he Atlas Building, designed by Mitchelson, Sydney Percival Hill, was completed in 1923.  During the 

02a Commissioner Street – ATLAS BUILDING and 102 COMMISSIONER STREET:

 
T
building’s short life span of 32 years, it was at one stage occupied by the Johannesburg Board Of 
Executors & Trust Co.  This building and the Executors Building were demolished in November 1955 to 
be rebuilt as a new building for the Johannesburg Board Of Executors & Trust Co.  This building 
together with the other buildings occupying this site, was demolished during the 1990s, to make way 
for the second Surrey House. 
 
1  

he Johannesburg Board Of Executors & Trust Co. Building and the Atlas Building were occupied till 

he Johannesburg Board Of Executors And Trust Company Limited - This Company, which was 

.A. FIRE HOUSE

 
T
November 1955, when the buildings were demolished and a new building was erected at 102 
Commissioner Street. 
 
“T
established on the 22nd March, 1888, is the oldest institution of its kind in the Transvaal and it has 
had a distinguished record of service to the public of Johannesburg.  Its first directors were Messrs. 
Harry S. Caldecott (Chairman), Fred H. Barber, S.J. Wilks, Carl Hanau, G. A. Jones, E. J. Wicke, e. 
Hancock and W. H. Norton, and its first manager was Colonel Rowland A. Bettington, who founded and 
commanded Bettington’s Horse at the time of the Jameson Raid.  The Board has taken a prominent 
part in the history of Johannesburg and over the long period of its existence many well-known men 
have been associated with it.  One of the best known of these was Mr. James T. Goldsbury, who joined 
the staff in 1893 and became the Company’s manager in 1901.  He retired from this position in 1938, 
when he joined the Board of Directors, Past Chairmen include Messrs. S. B. Harsant, S. J. Wilks, J. S. 
Parks, Llewellyn Edwards, C. H. Barclay, Walter S. Webber and B. H. Friel.  All forms of the normal 
business of a trust company, including executorships and the administration of deceased estates and 
trusts are conducted by the Board.  In particular it handles large sums of money for investment on 
behalf of clients.  For many years the Board had offices in its building on the Commissioner Street side 
of the Old Arcade [see G-7], from where it moved in 1929 to new premises at 102 Commissioner 
Street.  In order to cope with its continued expansion the adjoining Atlas Building was acquired in 
1935.  Both buildings were occupied until November, 1955, when it was decided to rebuild on these 
sites.  A modern building, in keeping with the Board’s position as one of the leading trust companies in 
the country, is in course of erection and temporary offices are being occupied at the New Marlborough 
House at the corner of Commissioner and Eloff Streets, Johannesburg…”  (Stark, F. [Ed.]: Seventy 
Golden Years…). 
 
S : 

his building stood at 33 Rissik Street and 103, 105 Fox Street (previous Stands 233, 234 and 736). 

ISTORY: 

ENERAL NOTES: 

stimated cost of building :   

URRENT TENANT/S:  

 
T
 
H
 
G
 
E
Estimated cost of drainage :   
Accommodation approved :   
Valuation at completion  :   
Occupied   :   
 
C
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Below:  Copy of article sourced from SAHRA file 9/2/228/73: Triangle And Provincial Building, Commissioner 
Street, Johannesburg 
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Below:  Extract from brochure issued by Old Mutual Properties in 1994. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SOURCES: 
 
For additional illustrative information, see relevant supplementary photo album in electronic format. 
 
See SOURCES DOCUMENT for information on sources consulted with reference to this document. 
 
RECORDED BY:   

Heritage Resources Management team Johann J and Catharina JM Bruwer. 
Unless otherwise indicated photographs by Catharina JM Bruwer. 
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